This supplement is designed to assist you with the more common applicable policies outlined in the Minnesota sentencing Guidelines and Commentary. This supplement is not representative of the complete or official guidelines language and should not be referenced in official court communications. 


Offense Modifiers 

Offense modifiers are related to the felony offense in two ways. First, they help define the offense. Second, and directly related to the sentencing guidelines, they effect the duration of the presumptive guidelines sentence. For the modifiers that effect the presumptive disposition see the Weapons Tip Sheet or the Mandatory Minimums Tip Sheet. 

Duration Modifier Rules:

· If the modifier will reduce the sentence, the duration will not be calculated to less than 1 year and 1 day or any applicable mandatory minimum duration.
· To calculate the presumptive sentence for these modifiers, find the cell on the grid as defined by the offender’s criminal history score and the severity level of the conviction offense, and divide by two. This calculation is also applicable to the range contained within the grid. If the calculation results in a decimal of .5, that should be included as part of the sentence. 
· Attempt – Minn. Stat. §609.17;
· Conspiracy – Minn. Stat. §609.175;
· Solicitation of Juveniles (or Minors) – Minn. Stat. §609.494, subd. 2(b);
· Solicitation of Mentally Impaired Persons – Minn. Stat. §609.493;
· Aiding an Offender: Taking Responsibility for Criminal Acts – Minn. Stat. §609.495. subd. 4.
· If the modifier will increase the sentence, the duration will not be calculated to greater than the statutory maximum.

· Offenses Committed in Furtherance of Terrorism – Minn. Stat. §609.714: Locate the presumptive sentence on the grid and increase by 50%;
· Criminal Sexual Predatory Conduct – Minn. Stat. §609.3453: Locate the presumptive sentence on the grid and increase by 25%;
· Subsequent Criminal Sexual Predatory Conduct – Minn. Stat. §609.3453: Locate the presumptive sentence on the grid and increase by 50%;
· Aggravating Factors for Solicitation or Promotion of Prostitution, Sex Trafficking – Minn. Stat. §609.322, subd. 1(b): add 48 months to the presumptive sentence on the grid; add 24 months for an attempt or conspiracy
· Crime Committed for the Benefit of a Gang – Minn. Stat. §609.229

· Victim under the age of 18 – add 24 months to the presumptive sentence on the grid; add 12 months for an attempt or conspiracy
· Victim over the age of 18 – add 12 months to the presumptive sentence on the grid; add 6 months for an attempt or conspiracy.
· Note: If you have a multiple modifiers, first apply those that will increase the sentence, and then apply the ones that will reduce it.

For Attempt or Conspiracy to Commit First Degree Murder, Minn. Stat. §609.185, or Attempt or Conspiracy to Commit First Degree Murder of an Unborn Child, Minn. Stat. §609.2261 consult the grid found in Section 2.G of the Minnesota Sentencing Guidelines and Commentary. The durations on this grid are the presumptive sentence and will not be cut in half.
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