This supplement is designed to assist you with the more common applicable policies outlined in the Minnesota sentencing Guidelines and Commentary. This supplement is not representative of the complete or official guidelines language and should not be referenced in official court communications. 


Determining Sentence Types and Levels 
The types of sentences that can be imposed by the court are as follows:

· Continuance for Dismissal, Stay of Adjudication, Probation without Conviction, or Diversion: Under these dispositions the defendant may or may not enter a guilty plea, but the court will not enter a final judgment of guilt. Following the stay either the case is dismissed and no sentence imposed, or the case is revoked and a sentence is imposed.

· Stay of Imposition: When the court utilizes the stay of imposition, there is a finding or plea of guilty, but no sentence is pronounced. Therefore, the sentence level is equal to the offense level at the time of the finding or plea of guilty. The sentence level is not determined by the length of stay or probation. If the person is subsequently discharged from probation without a revocation, the sentence level will be reduced as follows:

· Felony
          Misdemeanor

· Gross Misdemeanor            Misdemeanor

· Misdemeanor
        No Change

· Stay of Execution: When the court utilizes the stay of execution, there is a finding or plea of guilty, and a prison sentence is pronounced but stayed. The sentence level is then equal to the pronounced sentence. The sentence level is not determined by the length of stay or probation.
The statutory definition for sentence levels is as follows:

· "Felony" (Minn. Stat. §609.02 Subdivision 2): A crime for which a sentence of imprisonment for more than one year may be imposed;

· "Gross misdemeanor” (Minn. Stat. §609.02 Subdivision 4): means any crime which is not a felony or misdemeanor;
· "Misdemeanor" (Minn. Stat. §609.02 Subdivision 3): means a crime for which a sentence of not more than 90 days or a fine of not more than $1,000, or both, may be imposed;
· "Petty misdemeanor (Minn. Stat. §609.02 Subdivision 4a): means a petty offense which is prohibited by statute, which does not constitute a crime and for which a sentence of a fine of not more than $300 may be imposed.
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